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Please note, school district
personnel are responsible for oncampus supervision of students
during school hours, and while
students are participating in schoolsponsored athletic and extracurricular events.
Parents/guardians should
supervise all school age children
who are on the school campus
during non-school hours.

DRIVERS: IT’S BACK TO SCHOOL TIME

School buses are back on the roads, and students are walking along the side of the road
and waiting for buses. Please watch carefully for children near school buildings, in areas
where school buses are traveling, or where there are signs for school zones or bus stops.
Remember that if you are approaching a school bus from either the front or behind
and its yellow lights are flashing, the bus is preparing to stop. If the bus is stopped,
you must also stop. This includes parking lots, anywhere on school grounds, on multiple
lane highways and on the opposite sides of divided highways.
Parents, please take time to visit and share with your children: www.safeny.ny.gov/Kids/
kid-schl.htm National School Bus Safety Week is October 22-26, 2018.

REMEMBER, IT’S THE LAW:
YELLOW FLASHING MEANS BE ALERT & READY TO STOP • RED FLASHING MEANS STOP
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DISTRICT NEWS

Welcome, New Faculty and Staff Members
Rachel Bennett –
Agriculture Teacher

I am excited to be
returning to Tully Central
School District in a new
agriculture position at
the Junior Senior High
School. I graduated from
SUNY Cortland with my
Master’s in Adolescence
Education – Mathematics 7-12, and prior
to graduate school, I completed my undergraduate degree in Equine Business Management at Cazenovia College. In my spare time,
I enjoy spending time with my family, riding
horses, and being outdoors. I am looking
forward to continuing my journey in the Tully
Central School District.

Jason Clark – Technology
Integration Specialist

I am looking forward to
working with the teachers, students, staff, and
administration at Tully
Central Schools this year.
I received my undergraduate degree from
Middlebury College, my
Masters of Science Education from LeMoyne,
and my Building/District level Administrative degree from SUNY Cortland. The first 10
years of my career I spent teaching Regents
Earth Science in Chittenango. Over the past
6 years, I have worked with many districts in
the area focused on integrating technology
into the classroom. I will be in the district
this year as a support for the teachers as they
integrate Chromebooks, interactive displays,
and many other technology tools into their
instructional strategy. The teachers here at
Tully are very dedicated to quality instruction. In the short time I have spent working
with them, I am energized by the willingness
to adopt new ideas and new instructional
strategies. I look forward to working side-byside with teachers and students to give them
skills that will prepare them for the world of
tomorrow.
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Kristin Costello –
Elementary Teacher

I am very excited to join
Tully Elementary as a
Kindergarten teacher
this school year! I started
my teaching career in
the Syracuse City School
District in Kindergarten
and then taught 5th
grade ELA. I was born and raised in Syracuse,
NY, and received my degree in Childhood Education and a Master’s in Literacy Education
from SUNY Potsdam. When I’m not teaching,
I enjoy walking my two dogs, traveling with
my husband, and working for the Syracuse
Crunch. I am a huge sports fan and can be
found watching and attending games on the
weekends. I am looking forward to beginning
this new chapter at Tully!

Allie Drexler –
Special Education Teacher

Greetings! I am thrilled
to teach special education at Tully Elementary
School! I am a 2013 and
2016 graduate of Le
Moyne College. Prior to
the 2018-2019 school
year, I taught in a longterm substitute position in the Westhill district. I also subbed in the Fayetteville-Manlius
School District. As a graduate of neighboring
Fabius-Pompey, I am well-aware and very
fond of the close-knit community feeling
that accompanies a smaller-sized district.
I currently live in Fabius with my husband,
Travis, and our two dogs, Tino and Mya. During my spare time, I enjoy baking & cooking,
playing board games, watching Crunch
hockey, and spending time at my husband's
family-owned Christmas tree & pumpkin
farm in Pompey. I am honored and so very
grateful to teach in the Tully School District
with bright children and exceptional faculty!

Sherry Huggins –
Keyboard Specialist

I am very excited to
officially join the Tully
JSHS staff as an administrative secretary. This is
my second year in New
York and most students
know me as “Ms. Texas”
from substituting at Tully.
I have a B.S. and a Master’s degree in English
from Texas A&M. I taught for ten years and
was an editor for three. While I have never
worked in a secretarial position, per se, I have
the background of many positions in the
public school setting and look forward to
using those skills to continue my work in an
educational setting. I have three children
in the Tully district, ages 16, 10, and 7, and a
husband of 18 years. I enjoy curling up with
a good book on any given day and traveling
with my family. I also enjoy the cooler weather compared to the south. I look forward to
creating and fostering lifelong relationships
with the wonderful people in our district!

John Jaworski –
7-12 Science Teacher

Hey! I am beyond
excited to kick off this
school year as Tully's
new Living Environment
and AP Biology teacher!
Prior to this, I taught in
the Syracuse City School
District at Corcoran as
an Earth Science teacher. I graduated from
LeMoyne College with a MS in Biology Education 7-12, and before that I received a BS in
Biochemistry from St. Lawrence University. I
was a competitive swimmer in college and
while my racing days are over, I still love to
watch big meets and talk about times. I am
an avid sports fan, a lover of music, and a
seeker of new knowledge. I could not be
more thrilled to start this new chapter of my
teaching career at Tully Jr./Sr. High School!
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DISTRICT NEWS
Shelly Meyer – Library Aide

I am very excited to join
the Tully Junior/Senior
High School as the new
Library Media Aide! I look
forward to meeting all
the students and getting
them excited about the
fun things that we will
be doing in the library this year. In my spare
time, I enjoy camping and hiking with my
husband, two boys ages 9 and 11, and our
beautiful Rottweiler named Diva. I am grateful to have the opportunity to work with the
terrific faculty and students at Tully Central
School District.

Katie Nickless –
LTS English Teacher

I’m excited to be serving in Tully as the tenth
grade English teacher
until Alissa Elmer’s return
from leave later this fall.
This past summer, I graduated from New York
University with a Master
of Arts in Teaching English, grades 5-12, and
I earned a Master’s in English and Creative
Writing from Southern New Hampshire University in 2016. Throughout the 2017-2018
school year I worked as a student teacher in
a sixth grade English class in Syracuse, and I
substitute taught for a year and a half prior
to that in both Syracuse City Schools and the
North Syracuse Central School District. I look
forward to getting to know and working with
the children, families, and staff here in Tully!
In my free time I enjoy reading, traveling,
hiking, and spending time with my family
and pets.

Adam O’Neill –
Special Education Teacher

I teach Special Education (7-12), but I am
also certified to teach
Social Studies (7-12). I
came from Cortland City
School District where I
co-taught 11th grade
English and Social Studies. Before that, I worked at Dryden CSD as
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the 8th grade special education teacher and
taught 7th grade Social Studies. I attended
St. Bonaventure University for both my
undergraduate and graduate programs. I am
looking forward to starting the year at Tully
as I have already experienced the great sense
of community that this district is known for.

Aleisha Pforter –
Health Teacher

I am very excited to start
my 21st year of teaching
here at Tully where I will
be teaching Health at
the Junior-Senior high
school. I have lived in
DeRuyter most of my life
and that is where I currently live with my husband, Aaron, and our
three children, Madelyn ,Wesley, & Mason,
which keeps us very busy! I received my
Bachelor's and Master's in Health education
from SUNY Cortland (GO RED DRAGONS).
Before coming to Tully, I taught at Fayetteville-Manlius school district and DeRuyter
Central school. I also worked for OCM BOCES
where I was a traveling teacher between
Tully & Lyncourt last year teaching FACS. I
am looking forward to working with the
teachers, administration, staff, students, and
community here at Tully.

Kristopher Ridgley –
Music Teacher

I have been teaching
Chorus and Vocal Music
for 15 years in South
Carolina and Florida.
Choirs under my direction have received numerous honors including
performances for both
state, regional, and national competitions. My
family moved up to New York from Florida
for my wife who is a professor at Syracuse
University. We have a daughter in the 6th
grade in the Jamesville/Dewitt district. In my
spare time, I am an avid cyclist and enjoy being outdoors. I am excited to be teaching in
the Tully school district and look forward to a
great year.

Esther Wanlass –
Teaching Assistant

I'm psyched and so
grateful to be welcomed
on board as a new
teaching assistant at the
Tully Junior/Senior High
School this year. I have
a Master's of Science
in Health Education
K-12 from SUNY Cortland and Bachelor of
Arts in Psychology from SU. I worked in
the Lafayette School District for the past
4 years. I started out as a K-12 substitute
teacher which was a great opportunity to
have flexibility and bounce back and forth in
mom/family work mode. I then transitioned
to a teaching assistant role and then finally
moved forward to work as a combined K-8th
grade Health and Family Consumer Sciences
teacher. This experience was priceless as
I was able to build great relationships and
make a difference. I love to bring a little sunshine to everyone's day and help in any way I
can even if it's in the simplest way - one smile
can go a long, long way in a child's day.

Katherine Ward –
Elementary Teacher

I am the new Pre-K
teacher here at Tully Elementary and I couldn’t
be more excited to be
back where I went to
school! I finished my
Master’s in Elementary
and Special Education
this past May at Le Moyne College. I’ve
worked here at Tully and over at Fabius in different long-term elementary substitute roles
the past two years. Outside of school, I love
spending time with my Bernese Mountain
Dog, Oakley. After a busy summer preparing
to welcome our newest and youngest students, I am looking forward to seeing them
grow over the course of this year!

OCTOBER 2018

4

TULLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

ES Principal’s Message

Edward Kupiec

Thank you to everyone for such a great turnout at our Fall Back to School Night two weeks ago! I have posted my
presentation on the District website if you would like to see it again. For those of you who were unable to attend, I
would like to highlight the Positivity Project (P2). Our kick-off assembly on September 13th was a great success and I
am excited about the direction we are heading for character education. Teachers have been implementing daily lessons
focused on the Other People Matter Mindset as well as the strengths of Curiosity and Teamwork. Parents, you should
also have already received School Messenger communications about these traits as well as Character Cards so that you
can be a part of the conversation as a family. The next strengths that students will learn about this month are OpenMindedness, Integrity, and Perspective. On Wednesday, October 31st, we will have our annual Halloween Sing-A-Long
and parade. Look for more information about Halloween later this month.
Mr. Edward Kupiec, ES Principal
Phone: 315.696.6213 • Twitter: @ekupiecTullyES
Email: ed.kupiec@tullyschools.org

Tully Elementary
School – PTO
Children's Poet
Kenn Nesbitt
is coming to
Tully Elementary
for a day of
poetry, jokes
and fun!

November 7th
To find out more about Kenn and his
zany poetry humor, ask your teacher or
visit his website at:
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As summer break comes to an end and the
new school year begins, the Tully Elementary
School Parent/Teacher Organization (TES-PTO)
hit the ground running! Our annual Yankee
Candle Sale begins September 28 and a Fall Spirit
Wear Sale will begin November 9 – both in time
for the holidays. Look throughout the year for
our additional fun and exciting fundraisers.
The goal is to continue our support for the
parent and teacher educational experience and
help provide necessary resources in many ways,
such as field trips, teacher supplies, special education equipment, and music equipment, just to
name a few.
Please come out and help us as we are
always looking for new members. The TES-PTO
meets every second Wednesday of the month at
7PM in the Elementary Conference Room. Any
parents of elementary students can join us on
Facebook (Tully Elementary PTO). Hope to see
you all there!

Pre-K Happenings

October is a beautiful month! It is a wonderful time to learn about our five senses. The Pre-K
students have been studying apples, pumpkins,
autumn leaves, and more. They are using their
five senses to discover, investigate, and understand the changing world around them. These
little learners have been tasting different kinds of
apples, exploring pumpkins, and learning how
leaves change colors. They used their sense of
hearing by going on a listening walk around the
school. The natural curiosity of young children
mixed with the magic of the season has created
an exciting time of learning in Pre-K.

TullySchools.org
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TULLY JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL
JSHS Principal’s Message

As we are one month into the school year, it is my hope that everyone has fallen into routines that result in continuous learning, accomplishing goals, and making positive connections to school. It is vitally important the students establish and maintain good organization and study habits that carry on throughout the year. Using our school-provided
planners help students keep track of assignments, deadlines, and test dates. Setting short-term goals such as dedicating
each night to studying the day’s material for 10-15 minutes can go a long way to committing information to long-term
memory. Research shows that students who are connected to school by becoming involved in extra-curricular activities
build positive relationships and attitudes towards school. Counselors and teachers can assist students who might need
a little assistance in any of these areas.
Seniors have a particularly busy year. Making decisions about the future can be overwhelming and scary in addiMary Ann Murphy tion to the rigors of a senior year course schedule. Parents play an important role in giving their children guidance while
allowing them to be more and more independent. Seniors should work on their own college applications, military obligations, and resumes,
but ask for assistance from parents and counselors as needed. There are many deadlines to meet such as early action, early decision, and general admission to college. The sooner those applications are done, the sooner students are likely to hear back regarding their status. It takes
a lot of stress and pressure off of seniors once they understand their options for the future. If there is anything a senior or parent needs with
regards to future plans, please contact the counseling office.
Mrs. Mary Ann Murphy, JSHS Principal
Phone: 315.696.6235 • Twitter:@tullyjshsprinc
Email: mmurphy@tullyschools.org

Senior Spotlight - Dante Vincenzo Bertolo
Senior Class President
Family: parents Mary and James, siblings
Justine and Cody.
What has been the best part of your
high school career and why? The best
part of growing up at Tully has been the
ability to become active in the dozens of
activities available, from sports to clubs, and
everything in between, and as a result get to
interact and become friends with people that I
share the same interests with.
What have you learned by the activities you have participated in outside of school? I have learned that the enjoyment you
get out of something is only as great as the effort that you put in and
that the best memories you make are those of spontaneity.
What is your proudest moment in high school so far? My
proudest moments in high school were my induction into the National Honor Society and becoming the senior class president.
What are your plans after high school? I plan to attend a
university and major in biomedical science before continuing onto
medical school in order to enter medical research and practice.
What do you hope to achieve by the time you’re 30 years
old? By the time I am 30, I hope to have completely finished my education, gone heli skiing, backpacked Europe, be married with a family,
and start researching and practicing in a hospital.
If you could invite two or three people to dinner, who would
they be and what would you talk about? I would invite Marco Polo,
the chef Anthony Bourdain, and Warren Miller the ski film director
and discuss the do’s and don'ts of traveling around the world, where
the best food is, and where the best unknown skiing is.
Who’s your hero and why? My siblings Justine and Cody are my
heroes, both of whom I have taken bits and pieces from in order to
form who I am including my taste in music, humor, thought process,
and hobbies.

Black Knights

Senior Spotlight - Sydney Grosso
Student Body President
Family: parents Mike and Michelle, siblings
Taylor and Lauren.
What has been the best part of your
high school career and why? The best part for
me would be FFA. Being able to travel to other
states, see new places, and meet new people
is something I've always loved to do. FFA has
made me grow as an individual and overall has
made my high school career enjoyable, fun, and
full of laughs.
What have you learned by the activities you have participated
in outside of school? I have learned the importance of patience and trust
through my ten years of horseback riding. Skiing has taught me to always
challenge myself and that if you fall to get right back up again until you
succeed. Also being alternate Dairy Princess I have learned how to communicate well with people of all ages and developed strong social skills.
What is your proudest moment in high school so far? My proudest moment of high school would be becoming student body president.
It was a goal of mine since I was in seventh grade and after working
three years to run for the position, I finally achieved it. I have a passion for
student council so being able to be a part of it again made me proud to
be in the organization.
What are your plans after high school? After high school I hope
to attend Syracuse University to major in biology then receive my
Master's degree.
What challenges have you faced and how have you overcome
them? This past year I sprained my ankle in volleyball and after missing
half the season, I had to come back and catch up on the skills I hadn't
learned. I had to focus on the things I needed to improve on, I had to
do extra practice on my own time, and I had to encourage myself that I
could do it. In addition, when I bought my horse three years ago, I had
to train her all by myself. After getting thrown off and falling off, I'm
now able to ride her.
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dear District Residents:
As we begin the school year, we wanted to make the Tully Community of
our Board of Education’s committee structure. Listed below are 2018-19 BOE
sub-committees, along with a short description of the purpose for each committee:
• Audit Committee: The Audit Committee advises the full Board on the
external audit activities of the school district. The audit committee helps the
Board provide fiscal oversight of the school district and may provide comments or recommendations regarding proposed financial decisions.
• Policy Committee: The Policy Committee discusses current and proposed policies, considers revisions to policies as suggested by the Erie1BOCES
policy service or by district legal counsel, considers new policies as appropriate, and makes recommendations to the full Board regarding new policies,
revisions to existing policies, and elimination of extraneous policies.
• Academic Advisory Committee: The Academic Advisory Committee
discusses current academic/instructional programs, considers priorities for
refining, improving, and/or expanding academic opportunities for students,
and makes recommendations to the full Board regarding matters related to
the district’s academic program.
• Athletic Advisory Committee: The Athletic Advisory Committee
discusses current athletic programs, considers priorities for refining, improving, and/or expanding athletic opportunities, and makes recommendations to
the Board regarding matters related to the district’s current and future athletic
program.
• Facilities Committee: The Facilities Committee discusses current
conditions of the school facility, considers priorities for improvement provided
through the Building Condition Survey (BCS), and makes recommendations to
the full Board regarding short-term capital improvements.
• Ad Hoc Capital Project Committee: The Ad Hoc Capital Project Committee is charged with scoping out a potential future capital project, tentatively scheduled to occur during the 2021-22 school year. The goal of this
committee is to make recommendations to the full BOE during the course of
the 2018-19 school year, regarding this potential future project.
Typically, the Board has appointed one community representative to be a
member of the Audit Committee and one community representative to be a
member of the Facilities Committee. If you are interested in serving on either
the Audit Committee or the Facilities Committee, please notify our District
Clerk, Mrs. Mary Fisher, by email or phone (mfisher@tullyschools.org or 315696-6204).
Donald Cole
Sincerely, the Board of Education
Matthew VanBeveren
Denise Cardamone, President
William Ralbovsky
Jane Byrne-Panzarella, VP
Edward Wortley, II
Fay Burt

Article Submission Guidelines

To submit an article, email articles to Mary Fisher at
mfisher@tullyschools.org
If you have any questions, please call (315) 696-6204.
Please email articles in Word format whenever possible. Do not capitalize all the words in the article. Do not insert or embed a picture within the
actual Word article. Pictures should be emailed in JPG format at 300 dpi.
Material is subject to editing. The district has the final
decision whether or not to publish an article.
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2018-2019 Board Members
*Term expires June 30 of year listed

2020 Mrs. Elaine (Fay) Burt
5335 Nichols Road, Tully, NY 13159
Cell: 315-440-6149
2020 Mrs. Jane Byrne-Panzarella,
Vice President
1135 Sky High Road, Tully, NY 13159
Home: 315-696-8540
2019 Mrs. Denise Cardamone, President
6368 Route 80, Tully, NY 13159
Home: 315-696-5599
2021 Mr. Donald Cole
64 State St, Tully, NY 13159
Home: 315-238-7068
2019 Mr. William Ralbovsky
508 Hidden Falls Road, Tully, NY 13159
Phone: 315-696-0018
2021 Mr. Matthew VanBeveren
5461 Lake Road, Tully, NY 13159
Home: 315-696-5745
2021 Mr. Edward Wortley, II
982 Dutch Hill Road, Tully, NY 13159
Home: 315-696-8609

Upcoming Board Meetings

Location: Jr/Sr High School, Time 6 p.m. Dates, time,
and location subject to change and additional
special meetings to be scheduled on an as needed
basis.
2018-2019 School Year
Tuesday, October 9, 2018
Monday, October 22, 2018
Monday, November 19, 2018
Monday, December 17, 2018
Tuesday, January 22, 2019
Monday, February 11, 2019
Monday, March 4, 2019
Monday, March 18, 2019
Monday, April 1, 2019
Monday, April 22, 2019 / includes BOCES Board vote
and BOCES budget
Monday, May 13, 2019/ includes budget public
hearing
Tuesday, May 21, 2019/ budget vote 6am-9pm
Monday, June 17, 2019
Check the school website for updates:
www.tullyschools.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tully Rec Basketball Program
Boys and Girls Grades 1st-6th
Girls 5th/6th- Nov. 5th 2018 – Feb. 9th 2019

Boys 5th & 6th- Nov. 5th 2018 – Feb. 9th 2019

’s
Wahpapetning
H at

Open Monday - Friday from 10 am to 7 pm
Saturdays 10 am - 2 pm • Closed Sundays

Tully Free Library

12 State Street • tullyfreelibrary.org
315-696-8606

Girls 3rd/4th- Nov. 5th 2018 – mid Jan 2019

*The Library is loacted near Tully Elementary, and across from the Tully Masonic Lodge

Boys 3rd & 4th- Nov. 5th 2018 – mid Jan 2019

Tully Free Library has something for everyone! We are here to
serve the entertainment and educational needs of the whole family, from birth through adulthood. In addition to books, magazines,
and movies, we have public computers and WiFi, plus laptops and
Internet hotspots you can borrow. Free programs for babies, kids, and
teens happen every weekday.
Full STEAM Ahead starts in October! It is a free after-school
enrichment program for K - 12th grades, with classes focusing on
fun STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, and math) activities. We escort kids in kindergarten through 4th grade to/from Tully
Elementary for the program. Spots are limited, so visit our website or
the library for class information and to register.

Boys & Girls 1st/2nd- Jan. 5th 2019 - Feb. 9th 2019
*subject to slight change depending on gym availability
3rd- 6th grades will have the option to practice during the week and play
games on Saturdays. 1st/2nd grade will practice on Saturdays.
You can register by going to: ACTIVE.COM. The link can also be found on
the Tully Schools website under Community/Parks & Recreation.
Email: tullyparksrec@gmail.com with questions.

Baseball Field Update

Babies & Kids Events
Tykes Time Storytime for babies and toddlers every Wednesday from
10:30 - 11:30am.
Terrific Tuesdays
After school crafts & snacks every Tuesday from 3-4pm. This program
is for elementary-aged kids.

The new community baseball field
continues to progress. The goals for
this fall include completing the roof
work, installing the warning track, and
funding a batting cage. Pictured, inset,
a young worker is preparing the block work for roofing.

Teen Events (5th-12th grades)
Join us after school for movies, gaming, Magic: The Gathering tournaments sponsored by TCGplayer, Late Night @ the library murder mystery events, makerspace programs, and more! Check out our online
calendar for all upcoming events at tullyfreelibrary.org/events
What do YOU want at the library? Help us plan programs and
pick books for the teen collection by joining the YAC (Youth Advisory
Council). YAC meets monthly, and is open to all in 6-12th grades.

Football is in the Air

On September 14, Southern Hills hosts Hannibal which will be Youth Night.
On September 28, Jordan Elbridge comes to town and members of the Corporal Kyle R.
Schneider Foundation will be on hand. We will be accepting monetary and care package donations during the game. These packages are shipped to our troops and the money collected will be donated to the foundation in support
of our U.S. Veterans and their families (http://www.cplkyleschneider.com).
The Home season finale will be on October 12 vs. Thousand Islands, which will be Senior Night and Homecoming! Please come out
and pay tribute to the senior football players and cheerleaders who have worked hard over the years and made our program so successful.
Once again this year, Doug’s To Go will be on hand to supplement our snack shack. This will be the second year Doug’s to Go has
partnered up with us on game nights to help support the program. Come out for a delicious dinner to either enjoy at the game or take
home for the family.
The 1st and 10 Club meets monthly and are always looking for members and help from the Football and Cheer Programs of the
Southern Hills. Feel free to join us. You can also find us on Facebook (Southern Hills Storm Football – 1st and 10 Cub). You can also go to
www.tully1stand10.com to register for updates and information.
Hope to see you all at the games!

Black Knights
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TULLY CENTRAL SCHOOL EVENTS
OCTOBER 2018
Mon 8		
Tues 9		
Thurs 11
		
Fri 12		
Mon 22
Weds 24
Thurs 25
Fri 26		
		

Columbus Day – School Closed
BOE meeting – 6 pm
Spanish/French National Honor
Society Induction – 6:30 pm
Homecoming and Pep Rally
BOE meeting – 6 pm
Senior High Concert – 7 pm
Junior High Concert – 7 pm
Junior High Dance –
6:30 to 8:30 pm

